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good characterization of the contents of the present volume, and when the 
end is reached, this feeling still remains. 

G. W. Cunningham. 

MlDDLEBURY COLLEGE. 

The Conflict of Naturalism and Humanism. By Willystine Goodsell. 

Columbia University Contributions to Education. New York, Columbia 

University, 1910. — pp. vii, 183. 

The world of philosophic thought, surfeited with expositions and critiques 
of pragmatism, is ever ready to welcome any publication which really contrib- 
utes to our understanding of the pragmatic philosophy and its implications. 
Such a contribution is attempted in Doctor Goodsell's book. Finding in 
Greek Philosophy the beginnings of the two world views, naturalism and 
humanism, the author describes (Chapter I) the humanism of the early 
Renaissance period, the subsequent rise of naturalism, and its relation to the 
scientific advance of the later Renaissance. Chapters II and III outline the 
development of thought in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, showing 
how the predominantly humanistic tendencies of Descartes and Leibniz 
were followed by the naturalism of English Empiricism and the French En- 
lightenment and by the humanism of the German Enlightenment. Chapter 
IV takes up these two antagonistic standpoints with which the nineteenth 
century opened, and after tracing the conflict through the positivistic and 
evolutionary philosophies down to the present century proposes pragmatism 
as the reconciliation of the two opposing world-attitudes. In the fifth chapter, 
the author describes the development of humanism and naturalism as funda- 
mental in the history of educational ideals, beginning with the Renaissance 
period and leading up to the modern problem of the relative educational value 
of the humanities and the sciences. Chapter VI attempts to show that 
pragmatism merely renders explicit what is implicit in both the humanistic 
and naturalistic standpoints, and affords the logical synthesis of the two in 
educational theory by interpreting both as phases of human experience. 

In the first four chapters Doctor Goodsell has given us an excellent sketch 
of the historical development of the conflict of the two ideals, in both philos- 
ophy and education. Here the field is well covered, the spirit of the philo- 
sophical and educational ideals has in the main been well interpreted, and the 
whole forms a valuable contribution to the history of philosophy and of educa- 
tion. The two remaining chapters, however, are somewhat disappointing. 
The reader feels that the problem of the book has abruptly changed; that to 
the history of the conflict of the two philosophical theories, itself an enormous 
field, there has been appended an advocacy of pragmatism as the basal prin- 
ciple in the school curriculum of the present day. This feeling is in part due 
to the substitution of a new meaning for the word "humanism," a term before 
applied to a philosophical standpoint but now used with an only partially 
related meaning, the advocacy of the humanities as educative material, be- 
tween which and the sciences pragmatism is urged as the reconciliation. And 
to one not a pragmatist the reconciliation is not apparent. What the author 
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seems to have done is to select a feature common to both types of study, namely 
the significance of each as human experience, and by identifying the feature 
with the pragmatic emphasis upon experience, to have credited pragmatism 
with the reconciliation of the two standpoints. He has shown, not that 
pragmatism furnishes a "synthesis" (p. 17) of the scientific and humanistic 
in the curriculum, but that the student's introduction to these must start with 
their significance for the activities of life; a principle true and vital but neither 
new nor peculiarly pragmatic. 

Taken as a whole, however, we believe that despite the defects of the book, 
the author has in it made two valuable contributions to philosophy and educa- 
tion. First, he has given us an excellent historical survey of the conflict be- 
tween humanism and naturalism, and second, he has pointed out the need of 
a common principle for the evaluation of educative material and the impor- 
tance, if not the adequacy, of "practicality" as such a principle. 

H. H. Foster. 
Ottawa University. 
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